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(57) ABSTRACT

A computing apparatus includes a first body having a key-
board, a second body having a display, and a support of which
one end portion is connected to the first body through at least
one first hinge unit and the other end portion is connected to
the second body through at least one second hinge unit dis-
posed in parallel to the first hinge unit. The first hinge unit is
disposed to be spaced away from a rear end portion of the first
body so that when the second body and the support are simul-
taneously rotated in a direction in which the second body and
the support are spaced away from the first body, a rear end
portion of the second body interferes with the rear end portion
of'the first body and the second body is rotated in a direction
in which the second body is spaced away from the support.

18 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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1
CONVERTIBLE COMPUTING APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(a)
from Korean Patent Application No. 10-2013-0047664, filed
on Apr. 29, 2013, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office,
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference in
its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

Apparatuses and methods consistent with exemplary
embodiments of the present general inventive concept relate
to a convertible computing apparatus, and more particularly,
to a convertible computing apparatus capable of variously
switching usage modes.

2. Description of the Related Art

Recently, various mobile apparatuses have been released.
A tablet personal computer (PC), among the mobile appara-
tuses, is an apparatus having a single body, having a touch
screen on one surface thereof, and including a computable
controller.

In the tablet PC, a virtual keyboard is displayed on the
touch screen to input a signal. It is difficult to use the virtual
keyboard as compared with existing physical keyboards, due
to touch errors and the like. Convertible PCs, to which a
separate physical keyboard is added to supplement a tablet
PC, and which may use the separate physical keyboard
according to a usage mode, have been released.

The convertible PCs in the related art may selectively be set
to a mode which uses the function of a tablet PC while in a
state in which the tablet PC covers the physical keyboard, and
a mode which allows the user to input a signal to the tablet
PCs using the physical keyboard by turning the tablet PC
toward the physical keyboard.

However, in convertible PCs, since one side of the tablet PC
is fixed to a plate to which the physical keyboard is provided,
the use through adjustment of various angles is limited.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Exemplary embodiments of the present general inventive
concept provide a convertible computing apparatus capable
offreely setting a usage angle of a second body by eliminating
a portion in which the second body having a tablet PC func-
tion is directly connected to a first body having a keyboard,
and steadily maintaining a posture by minimizing movement
of the second body when setting the second body to various
angles.

Additional features and utilities of the present general
inventive concept will be set forth in part in the description
which follows and, in part, will be obvious from the descrip-
tion, or may be learned by practice of the general inventive
concept.

Exemplary embodiments of the present general inventive
concept provide a computing apparatus. The computing
apparatus may include: a first body having a keyboard, a
second body having a display, and a support having a first and
second end portion, the first end portion being connected to
the first body through at least one first hinge unit and the
second end portion being connected to the second body
through at least one second hinge unit disposed in parallel to
the first hinge unit, the first hinge unit being disposed to be
spaced away from a rear end portion of the first body so that
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when the second body and the support are simultaneously
rotated in a direction in which the second body and the sup-
port are spaced away from the first body, a portion of the
second body interferes with a rear end portion of the second
body and the second body is rotated in a direction in which the
second body is spaced away from the support.

The first hinge unit may lock and unlock the support with
respect to the first body, and the second hinge unit may lock
and unlock the second body with respect to the support.

The first hinge unit may include a first hinge shaft, a first
cam member rotatably coupled to the first hinge shaft, and a
second cam member fixedly coupled to the first hinge shaft in
a state of contacting, pressing, and supporting the first cam
member.

The first hinge unit may include a first elastic member
configured to press the second cam member toward the first
cam member so that the first cam member maintains a locking
position with respect to the second cam member.

The first cam member may include a first cam projection,
and the second cam member may include a second cam pro-
jection facing the first projection. When the first cam projec-
tion crosses a front end of the second cam projection in the
locking position, the first cam projection may be switched to
an unlocking position.

The first hinge may include a second elastic member con-
figured to elastically support the first cam member to rotate
the first cam member in an unlocking direction when the first
cam projection is switched to the unlocking position.

The second elastic member may include a torsion spring.

The second hinge may include a second hinge shaft, a third
cam member rotatably coupled to the second hinge shaft, and
a fourth cam member fixedly coupled to the second hinge
shaft and in a state of contacting, pressing, and supporting the
third cam member.

The second hinge may further include a third elastic mem-
ber configured to press the fourth cam member toward the
third cam member so that the third cam member maintains a
locking position with respect to the fourth cam member.

The third cam member may include a third cam projection,
and the fourth cam member may include a fourth cam pro-
jection facing the third projection. When the third cam pro-
jection crosses a front end of the fourth cam projection in the
locking position, the third cam projection may be switched to
an unlocking position.

The second hinge may further include a fourth elastic
member configured to elastically support the third cam mem-
ber to rotate the third cam member in an unlocking direction
when the third cam projection is switched to the unlocking
position.

The fourth cam member may include a cam inclined plane
configured to allow a front end of the third cam member to be
guided while the support is spaced away from the first body to
turnto a preset angle, and a cam extended plane configured to
extend from the cam inclined surface and allow the front end
of the third cam member to be selectively located.

Elastic force of the third elastic member may be greater
than that of the fourth elastic member so that a location of the
front end of the third cam member is maintained at any point
of'the cam extended plane of the fourth cam member.

The fourth elastic member may include a torsion spring.

The second body and the support may be selectively set to
any one usage mode among a first usage mode in which the
second body and the support are parallel to the first body, a
second usage mode in which the support is rotated from the
first body to be maintained at a preset angle to the first body,
and the second body is rotated from the support to be main-
tained at a preset angle parallel to the first body, and a third
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mode in which the support may be rotated from the first body
to be maintained at a preset angle to the first body, and the
second body is rotated on the basis of the second hinge and
maintained to be inclined toward the keyboard of the first
body.

The second body and the support may be selectively set to
a fourth usage mode, in which the support is rotated from the
first body to be maintained at a preset angle to the first body,
and the second body is rotated on the basis of the second
hinge, and maintained to be inclined toward a side of the first
body opposite to a side of the first body in which the keyboard
of the first body is located.

In the fourth usage mode, at least one first magnet may be
disposed in a rear end portion of the first body, and a second
magnet configured to be attracted to the first magnet may be
disposed in a rear end portion of the second body adjacent to
the rear end portion of the first body.

In the first usage mode, the second body may be disposed
in alocationin which a periphery of the rear end portion of the
second body is disposed at an inner side of the first body from
a periphery of the rear end portion of the first body.

Opposing sides of the support may be respectively sup-
ported by a first support rod and a second support rod, and one
end of each of the first and second support rods may be
hinge-connected to the support and the other end of thereof
may be slidably connected to the first body.

The support may further include first and second guide
members configured to allow the first and second support rods
to be inserted and withdrawn thereto. A guide rail configured
to allow the other end of each of the first and second support
rods to be slidably guided along the first and second guide
members may be formed in each of the first and second guide
members.

Exemplary embodiments of the present general inventive
concept also provide a computer apparatus including a first
body, a second body having a display, and a support connect-
ing the first body and the second body, the support configured
to maintain the first body and the second body in any one of a
plurality of usage modes, each of the plurality ofusage modes
being defined by an orientation and a location of the second
body relative to the first body, the support including a first
support element connected to a first portion of the first body
and a first portion of the second body, and a second support
element connected to the first support element and a second
portion of the first body different from the first portion of the
first body.

The second support element may include a support rod, a
first end of the support rod being connected to the first support
element and a second end of the support rod being connected
to the second portion of the first body.

The first support element may include a front edge and a
rear edge disposed opposite the front edge. The first end of the
support rod may be connected to the first support element
between the front edge of the first support element and the
rear edge of the first support element.

The first body may include a front edge and a rear edge
disposed opposite the front edge. The second portion of the
first body may be disposed between the front edge of the first
body and the rear edge of the first body. The second end of the
support rod may be slidably connected to the second portion
of the first body. The second end of the support rod may
slidably move in the second portion of the first body accord-
ing to the usage mode.

The plurality of usage modes may include a first usage
mode in which the second body and the first body are sub-
stantially parallel to each other and the second body is dis-
posed at a surface of the first body, a second usage mode in
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which the second body and the first body are substantially
parallel to each other and separated from each other by the
support, and a third usage mode in which the second body is
disposed ata preset angle to the first body by the support, such
that an edge portion of the second body contacts the first body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other features and utilities of the present
general inventive concept will become apparent and more
readily appreciated from the following description of the
embodiments, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a first usage mode
of'a convertible computing apparatus according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present general inventive concept;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a second usage
mode of a convertible computing apparatus according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present general inventive con-
cept;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating a third usage mode
of'a convertible computing apparatus according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present general inventive concept;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of FIG. 3 in the direction IV
illustrated in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view illustrating a support of a
convertible computing apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present general inventive concept;

FIG. 6 is a bottom view illustrating a second body of a
convertible computing apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present general inventive concept;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view illustrating a fourth usage
mode of a convertible computing apparatus according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present general inventive con-
cept;

FIG. 8 is a coupled perspective view illustrating a first
hinge unit of a convertible computing apparatus according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present general inventive
concept;

FIG. 9 is an exploded a perspective view illustrating the
first hinge unit illustrated in FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is a view illustrating a locking state of a first hinge
unit of a convertible computing apparatus according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present general inventive con-
cept;

FIG. 11 is a view illustrating an unlocking state of a first
hinge unit of a convertible computing apparatus according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present general inventive
concept;

FIG. 12 is a view illustrating a second cam member and a
second elastic member of a second hinge according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present general inventive con-
cept;

FIG. 13 is a perspective view illustrating a sliding structure
of'a first support rod according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present general inventive concept;

FIG. 14 is a view illustrating a state in which locking of a
second hinge unit is released while a second body rotates to a
B direction according to rotation of a support to an A direction
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present general
inventive concept; and

FIG. 15 is a view illustrating a convertible computer appa-
ratus according another exemplary embodiment of the
present general inventive concept.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the embodiments
of the present general inventive concept, examples of which
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are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein like
reference numerals refer to the like elements throughout. The
embodiments are described below in order to explain the
present general inventive concept while referring to the fig-
ures.

The matters defined in the following description, such as
detailed construction and elements, are provided to assistin a
comprehensive understanding of the exemplary embodi-
ments of the present general inventive concept. Thus, it is
apparent that the exemplary embodiments can be carried out
without those specifically defined matters. Also, functions or
elements known in the related art are not described in detail
since they would obscure the exemplary embodiments with
unnecessary detail.

A convertible computing apparatus 10 according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present general inventive con-
cept may selectively switch a usage mode to any of a first
mode to a fourth mode. Each of the first to fourth usage modes
will be defined later.

Referring to FIG. 1, in the first usage mode, a second body
30 and a support 40 (illustrated in FI1G. 2) are folded on a first
body 20. At this time, the support 40 is housed in a receiving
groove 23 (illustrated in FIG. 2) of the first body 20, and the
second body 30 covers the support 40 and a keyboard 21
(illustrated in FIG. 2) of the first body 20. An end portion 30a
and an other end portion 305 of the second body 30 may be
disposed inside of a periphery 26 of the first body 20. The
other end portion 305 may also be referred to as a rear end
portion of the second body 30. For the purposes of this
description, “rear portion” may denote a portion of the first
body 20 or second body 30 disposed furthest from the key-
board 21.

In the first usage mode, all the first body 20, the second
body 30, and the support 40 are kept parallel to one another.
In the first usage mode, the user may use a tablet PC function
provided in the second body 30.

Referring to FIG. 2, in the second usage mode, the support
40 is rotated to a predetermined angle to be spaced away from
the first body 20, and the second body 30 also rotates to a
predetermined angle with respect to the support 40 to be
spaced away from the support 40. In the second usage mode,
since the keyboard 21 is exposed, the user may use the key-
board 21 provided in the first body 20 as well as the tablet PC
function of the second body 30.

Referring to FIG. 3, in the third usage mode, the second
body 30 is turned to a predetermined angle toward the key-
board 21 from the posture of the second usage mode. At this
time, the end portion 30a of the second body 30 may be placed
in a portion of a receiving groove 23 which is in contact with
one side of the keyboard 21.

Referring to FIG. 7, in the fourth usage mode, the second
body 30 is turned to a predetermined angle toward an opposite
side of the keyboard 21, supported by the support 40, from the
posture of the second usage mode. Therefore, not only the
user located on a first side of the keyboard 21 but also another
user located on a second side of the keyboard 21 opposite the
first side of the keyboard 21 may use the tablet PC function of
the second body 30.

Hereinafter, the convertible computing apparatus 10
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present general
inventive concept will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 4, the convertible computing appa-
ratus 10 according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present general inventive concept may include the first body
20, the second body 30, the support 40, a pair of first hinge
units 50a and 505, a pair of second hinge units 60a and 605,
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a pair of first and second support rods 71 and 72, and a
plurality of first and second magnets 81 and 83.

The first body 20 is divided into a section in which the
keyboard 21 is disposed, and a section including the receiving
groove 23, into which the support 40 is inserted. The receiv-
ing groove 23 approximately corresponding to a size of the
support 40 is formed in the section into which the support 40
is inserted. At this time, a concave groove 25 is formed in a
front-end of the first body 20 so that the user may easily hold
up one end portion 30a of the second body 30 with the user’s
fingers to separate the second body 30 from the first body 20.
The second body 30 may include a contact area 32a (illus-
trated in FIG. 6) lining up with the groove 25, for the user’s
fingers to contact when separating the second body 30 from
the first body 20. The contact area 32a may be textured to
allow the user’s fingers to easily grip the second body 30.

A wireless communication module (not illustrated) con-
figured to perform wireless communication to input signals to
the second body 30 through the keyboard 21 may be embed-
ded in the first body 20. At this time, a wireless communica-
tion module (not illustrated) configured to perform pairing
with the wireless signals of the wireless communication mod-
ule embedded in the first body 20 may also be embedded in
the second body 30. Various wireless communication stan-
dards such as Bluetooth may be applied between the wireless
communication modules of the first and second bodies 20 and
30.

In addition, signals may be transmitted and received
between the first body 20 and the second body 30 without
wireless communication, for example through a predeter-
mined signal cable (not illustrated) connecting the first body
20 and the second body 30 via the support 40. Signals may be
transmitted and received between the first body 20 and the
second body 30 in a wired manner by installing flexible
printed circuit boards (PCBs) (not illustrated) in portions of
the first and second bodies 20 and 30 which are hinge-con-
nected to the support 40 and electrically connecting the flex-
ible PCBs to the signal cable.

The first body 20 is hinge-connected to the support 40 so
that one end portion 40q (illustrated in FIG. 5) of the support
40 may turn to a location in which the support 40 is spaced
toward the inside of the first body 20 from a rear end portion
27 of the first body 20. The mutual hinge connection point
between the first body 20 and the support 40 is set to a point
spaced away from the rear end portion 27 of the first body 20.
This is to cause the second body 30 to rotate in a B direction
(illustrated in FIG. 12) with respect to the support 40 in
connection with the operation of rotating the second body 30
and the support 40 in an A direction (illustrated in FIG. 12).
The operation will be described in detail below.

The connection between the first body 20 and the support
40 may be made through the pair of first hinge units 50 and
50b. At this time, a first connection bracket 52 (illustrated in
FIG. 5) in each of the pair of first hinge units 50a and 505 is
fixed to the first body 20 through a fastener (not illustrated).

In the present exemplary embodiment of the present gen-
eral inventive concept, it has been described that the first
hinge units 50a and 505 are configured as one pair, but the first
hinge unit is not limited thereto, and one first hinge unit or
three or more first hinge units may be installed according to
sizes and configurations of the first body 20 and the support
40.

The second body 30 may be a mobile apparatus (for
example, a tablet PC) configured to execute a program using
a touch screen as a main input method without a physical
keyboard. The second body 30 may include a display 31
configured to receive a touch input, and a controller (not
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illustrated) configured to receive a signal through the display
31 and execute a predetermined program. The controller may
include a predetermined memory (not illustrated) configured
to store and access a program. A speaker (not illustrated)
configured to reproduce and output a sound source according
to driving of the program, a microphone (not illustrated)
configured to input a sound signal from the outside, a camera
module (not illustrated) configured to image an image, and a
wireless communication module (not illustrated) configured
to perform wireless communication may also be embedded in
the controller.

The second body 30 may be formed in an area substantially
smaller than that of the first body 20. As illustrated in FIG. 1,
in the first usage mode in which the second body 30 is folded
on the first body 20, a location of the second body 30 may be
set so that the second body 30 is not deviated from the periph-
ery 26 of the first body 20. That is, the second body 30 lines
up with and covers the first body 20.

Approximately a central portion of a rear surface of the
second body 30 may be hinge-connected to the other end
portion 405 (illustrated in FIG. 5) of the support 40. At this
time, a hinge housing 33 configured to house the pair of
second hinge units 60a and 605 is formed in the central
portion ofthe second body 30. Receiving areas 33a and 335 of
the hinge housing 33 respectively receive and hold the second
hinge units 60a and 605. Further, a first connection bracket 62
(illustrated in FIG. 5) of each of the pair of second hinge units
60a and 605 is fixed to the second body 30 through a fastener
(not illustrated).

In the above-described exemplary embodiment of the
present general inventive concept, it has been described that
the second hinge units 60a and 605 is configured in one pair
like the first hinge units 50a and 505, but this is not limited
thereto, and one second hinge unit or three or more second
hinge units may be installed according to sizes and configu-
rations of the second body 30 and the support 40.

The support 40 mutually hinge-connects the first body 20
and the second body 30. The support 40 is folded on the first
body 20 in the usage mode (illustrated in FIG. 1) and is
housed in the receiving groove 23 of the first body 20. Further,
in the second to fourth usage modes (illustrated in FIGS. 2, 3,
and 7), the support 40 supports the second body 30 in a state
in which the support 40 rotates to a predetermined angle with
respect to the first body 20.

Referring to FIG. 5, the support 40 houses the pair of first
hinge units 50a and 505 at intervals in one end portion 40a
thereof. At this time, the second connection bracket 53 in each
of the pair of first hinge units 50a and 505 is fixed to the
support 40 through a fastener (not illustrated). Further, the
second connection bracket 63 in each of the pair of second
hinge units 60a and 605 is fixed to the other end portion 405
of the support 40 through a fastener (not illustrated).

In the exemplary embodiment of the present general inven-
tive concept, it has been described that the support 40 merely
functions to support the second body 30, but this is not limited
thereto, and a controller (not illustrated) configured to per-
form a computing function such as a laptop PC or a tablet PC
may be further provided in the support 40. When the control-
ler is provided in the support 40, the controller may be elec-
trically connected to the keyboard 21 of the first body 20 and
the display 31 of the second body 30 through a general wired
method (for example, signal and power cables, and the like).
With a controller so disposed in the support 40, the second
body 30 may omit the controller embedded therein and
include only the display 31 to perform only a display func-
tion.
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The pair of first hinge units 50a and 505 mutually hinge-
connect the first body 20 and the support 40 through the first
connection bracket 52 fixed to the first body 20 and the second
connection bracket 53 fixed to the support 40. At this time, the
pair of the first hinge units 50a and 5056 are located on the
same axis. The pair of second hinge units 60a and 605 mutu-
ally hinge-connect the second body 30 and the support 40
through the first connection bracket 62 fixed to the second
body 30 and the second connection bracket 63 fixed to the
support 40. At this time, the pair of the second hinge units 60a
and 606 are located on the same axis. The pair of first hinge
units 50a and 505 and the pair of second hinge units 60a and
605 are disposed in parallel to each other.

The pair of first hinge units 50a and 505 have the same
configuration, the pair of second hinge units 60a and 605 have
the same configuration other than the second cam member 67,
and thus hereinafter only the first hinge unit 50a will be
described. Further, the second cam member 67 of the pair of
second hinge units 60a and 605 will be described when the
second cam member 57 of the first hinge unit 50a is
described.

Referring to FIGS. 8 and 9, the first hinge unit 50 includes
a hinge shaft 51, the first connection bracket 52, the second
connection bracket 53, a first elastic member 58, a stopper 55,
a first cam member 56, the second cam member 57, a second
elastic member 54, and an adjustment nut 59.

In the hinge shaft 51, a first fixing part 51a, a coupling part
51b, a second fixing part 51c¢, and a fastener 51d are sequen-
tially formed along a length direction of the hinge shaft 51.

The first fixing part 51a is detachably fixed to a coupling
hole 524 of the first connection bracket 52. A cross-section of
the first fixing part 51a is in a state in which a circular upper
portion and a circular lower portion thereof are cut substan-
tially to be parallel to each other. That is, in the cross-section,
symmetrical curves are formed in both sides, and straight
lines are formed in the upper and lower portions. At this time,
the coupling hole 52a of the first connection bracket 52 has a
shape corresponding to the cross-section of the first fixing
part 51a to prevent the first connection bracket 52 from rotat-
ing with respect to the hinge shaft 51.

The coupling part 515 extends from one side of the first
fixing part 51a and has a cylindrical shape having a thickness
thicker than the first fixing part 51a. The second elastic mem-
ber 54 is detachably inserted on the coupling part 514.

The second fixing part 51¢ has the same cross-sectional
shape as the first fixing part 51a, and has a length larger than
that of the first fixing part 515. A first washer W1, the stopper
55, the second connection bracket 53, the first cam member
56, the second cam member 57, the first elastic member 58,
and a second washer W2 are detachably coupled to the second
fixing part 51c. At this time, coupling holes 554 and 574 into
which the second fixing part 51¢ is inserted are formed in the
stopper 55 and the second cam member 57 respectively. The
coupling holes 55a and 57a are formed in a shape correspond-
ing to the cross-section of the second fixing part S1c¢. Thus,
the stopper 55 and the second cam member 57 are coupled to
the hinge 51 so that the stopper 55 and the second cam
member 57 are impossible to rotate with respect to the hinge
shaft 51.

A thread is formed along a circumference of the fastener
51d, and the adjustment nut 59 is detachably fastened to the
fastener 51d.

Hereinafter, the described components inserted into the
hinge shaft 51 will be described.

One side portion of the first connection bracket 52 is fixed
to the first body 20, and the coupling hole 524 to which the
first fixing part 51a is coupled is formed in the other side
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portion thereof. Since the coupling hole 524 of the first con-
nection bracket 52 is unrotatably coupled to the first fixing
part 51a, the hinge shaft 51 is fixed to the first body 20 by the
first connection bracket 52, so as not to rotate with respect to
the first body 20. A first fixing groove 525 is formed in the
other side portion of the first connection bracket 52. One end
portion 54a of the second elastic member 54 is detachably
coupled to the first fixing groove 5264.

One side portion of the second connection bracket 53 is
fixed to the support 40, and the coupling hole 53a to which the
second fixing part 51c is coupled is formed in the other side
portion thereof. At this time, since the coupling hole 53a of
the second connection bracket 53 has a circular shape, the
coupling hole 53a is rotatably coupled to the second fixing
part 51c. Therefore, when the support 40 rotates on the basis
of the pair of first hinge units 50a and 505, the second con-
nection bracket 53 rotates together with the support 40. A
second fixing groove 535 into which the other end portion 546
of the second elastic member 54 is detachably inserted is
formed in the other end portion of the second connection
bracket 53, and a fixing hole 53¢ to which a coupling projec-
tion 565 of the first cam member 56 is detachably coupled is
formed in the other end portion of the second connection
bracket 53.

The second elastic member 54 includes a torsion spring,
one end portion 54a and the other end portion 545 of the
second elastic member 54 are connected to different mem-
bers, that is, the first connection bracket 52 fixed to the first
body 20 and the second connection bracket 53 is fixed to the
support 40, respectively. The second elastic member 54 has
elastic force having a first magnitude in the first usage mode
(illustrated in FIG. 1), and has elastic force having a second
magnitude less than the first magnitude in the second usage
mode to the fourth usage mode (illustrated in FIGS. 2, 3, and
7). Since the elastic force of the first magnitude is greater than
the elastic force of the second magnitude, the elastic force of
the second elastic member 54 acts in a direction in which the
support 40 is spaced at a predetermined angle with respect to
the first body 20.

The stopper 55 is unrotatably coupled to the coupling hole
55a with respect to the hinge shaft 51. Stumbling sills 556 and
55¢ configured to limit rotation of the second connection
bracket 53 which rotates with respect to the hinge shaft 51
within a predetermined angle range are formed in a circum-
ference of the stopper 55. At this time, stumbling projections
53d corresponding to the stumbling sills 556 and 55¢ are
formed in upper and lower sides of the other end portion of the
second connection bracket 53.

A circular coupling hole 56a which allows the first cam
member 56 to rotate with respect to the hinge shaft 51 is
formed in the first cam member 56. The coupling projection
56b is formed to extend to one side of the first cam member
56, and is coupled to the coupling hole 53¢ of the second
connection bracket 53. Thus, when the second connection
bracket 53 rotates with respect to the hinge shaft 51, the first
cam member 56 rotates together with the second connection
bracket 53.

The first cam projection 56¢ projecting toward a side facing
the second cam member 57 is formed in the first cam member
56. A pair of first cam projections 56¢ may be symmetrically
formed on the basis of the coupling hole 564, and a cam curve
is formed along a periphery of the first cam projection 56¢. A
front-end 564 of the first cam projection 56¢ may be set to a
locking position and an unlocking position corresponding to
a front-end 574 of a second cam projection 57¢ to be
described later. In the locking position, the support 40 does
not rotate with respect to the first body 20, and keeps a state
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folded on the first body 20 as in the first usage mode. When the
front-end 564 of the first cam projection 56c¢ is switched from
the locking position (illustrated in FIG. 10) to the unlocking
position (illustrated in FIG. 11), the support 40 is rotated to a
predetermined angle with respect to the first body 20 by the
elastic force of the second elastic member 54 and is spaced
away from the first body 20.

The second cam member 57 is coupled to the hinge 51 in a
fixed state. A second cam projection 57¢ is formed in the
second cam member 57 toward a side facing the first cam
member 56. As above described, the second cam projection
57¢ selectively adjusts a rotation operation of the support 40
with respect to the first body 20 together with the first cam
member 56.

Further, a cam inclined plane 57¢ inclined toward the sec-
ond cam member 57 from the front-end 574 thereof is formed
in the second cam member 57. The cam inclined plane 57¢
may have a length corresponding to the range of an angle in
which the support 40 rotates from the first body 20 as it moves
between the second usage mode and the first usage mode.

As noted above, the second hinge units 60a and 605 have
substantially the same structure as the first hinge units 50a
and 505, and therefore detailed description thereof is omitted.
For ease of reference when detailing the differences between
the first and second hinge units 50a, 505, 60a, and 605, the
“first” and “second” elastic members (not illustrated) of the
second hinge units 60a and 604 are referred to as “third” and
“fourth” elastic members.” Likewise, a “first” cam member
(notillustrated) and a “second” cam member 67 (illustrated in
FIG. 12) of the second hinge units are referred to as “third”
and “fourth” cam members.

Referring to FIG. 12, the fourth cam member 67 of each of
the pair of second hinge units 60a and 605 includes a fourth
cam projection 67¢, front-end 67d, and cam inclined plane
67e, similarly to the second cam member 57 of the first hinge
units 50a and 505. The fourth cam member 67 of the second
hinge units 60a¢ and 605 may further include a cam extended
plane 677, unlike the first hinge 50a. The cam extended plane
67f1s formed without a slope unlike the cam inclined plane
67¢. A length of the cam extended plane 67/ may have a length
corresponding to the range of an angle in which the second
body 30 rotates as the usage mode is switched from the
second usage mode (illustrated in FIG. 2) to the third usage
mode (illustrated in FIG. 3).

The front-end 674 of the fourth cam member 67 is consis-
tently pressed toward the third cam member (not illustrated)
by the third elastic member 68. As a result of the pressed
force, the second body 30 may be used in a state in which the
second body 30 is inclined to a desired angle toward the
keyboard while in the third usage mode (illustrated in FIG. 3)
and also used in a state in which the second body 30 is turned
to a predetermined angle in a direction opposite the keyboard
21 while in the fourth usage mode (illustrated in FIG. 7).

The first elastic member 58 may be a coil spring disposed
at one side of the second cam member 57 to press the second
cam member 57 toward the first cam member 56. At this time,
since an elastic force (pressed force) of the first elastic mem-
ber 58 is larger than an elastic force (torsion) of the second
elastic member 54 in the above-described locking position,
the first cam member 56 maintains the locking position.

One end of the first elastic member 58 may be disposed at
one side of the second cam member 57, and the other end of
the first elastic member 58 may be disposed at the adjustment
nut 59. The adjustment nut 59 may be screw-connected to the
fastener 514, and may appropriately adjust the pressed force
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applied to the second cam member 57 from the first elastic
member 58 through rotation movement towards or away from
the first elastic member 58.

Referring to FIG. 4, two sides of the support 40 are sup-
ported by the first and second support rods 71 and 72. As the
first and second support rods 71 and 72 solidly fix the support
40 in the second usage mode (illustrated in FIG. 2), the first
and second support rods 71 and 72 may minimize swing of the
second body 30 by touch force generated when the user
touches the display 31 of the second body 30.

One end of each of the first and second support rods 71 and
72 is hinge-connected to the first body 20 and the other end
thereof is hinge-connected to the support 40. Since the first
and second support rods 71 and 72 have the same structure,
only the first support rod 71 and a configuration of the first
support rod 71 will be described.

The first support rod 71, illustrated in FIG. 13, has a pre-
determined length. A hinge projection 71a is formed to pro-
trude in one end of the first support rod, and a hinge pin 714
penetrates to be coupled in the other end thereof. The hinge
projection 71a is rotatably coupled to one end of the support
40. The hinge pin 715 protrudes from both sides of the other
end of the first support rod 71 to be slidably coupled to guide
rails 73a and 734 of the guide member 75 fixed to one end of
the receiving groove 23 of the first body 20.

At this time, an inserting groove 73 into which the first
support rod is inserted is formed in the guide member 75.
Therefore, the first supportrod 71 is inserted into the inserting
groove 73 of the guide member 75 in the first usage mode, and
the first rod 71 is withdrawn from the inserting groove 73 and
simultaneously the hinge pin 715 slidably moves along the
guide rails 73a and 735 when the usage mode is switched
from the first usage mode to the second usage mode.

In the above exemplary embodiment of the present general
inventive concept, it has been described that the guide mem-
ber 75 is configured as a part separated from the first body 20,
but the present general inventive concept is not limited
thereto, and the guide member 75 may be integrally formed
with the first body 20. In FIG. 2, the reference numeral 74
denotes an inserting groove which the second support rod 72
is inserted into and withdrawn from, and in FIG. 4, the refer-
ence numeral 72a denotes a hinge projection of the second
support rod 72. Furthermore, although the inserting grooves
73 and 74 are illustrated as extending up to the keyboard 21,
it will be understood that, depending on the configuration of
the embodiment of the present general inventive concept,
specifically the length of support rods 71 and 72, these insert-
ing grooves 73 and 74 may be extended alongside the key-
board 21 to accommodate the movement of the first and
second support rods 71 and 72. This configuration corre-
sponds to the exemplary embodiment of the present general
inventive concept illustrated in FIG. 15.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, a plurality of first magnets 81 may
be disposed at intervals inside the rear end portion 27 of the
first body 20, and a plurality of second magnets 83 may be
disposed inside the other end portion 305 of the second body
30. The arrangement of the pluralities of first and second
magnets 81 and 83 may be set to correspond to each other in
the fourth usage mode.

The pluralities of first and second magnets 81 and 83 may
allow the rear end portion 27 of the first body 20 and the other
end portion 305 of the second body 30 to be in contact with
each other through mutual attractive magnetic force so that
the first and second bodies 20 and 30 are held together while
in the fourth usage mode (illustrated in FIG. 7). At this time,
the magnetic force between the pluralities of first and second
magnets 81 and 83 may be sufficient to overcome the elastic
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force of the first and second elastic members 58 and 54.
Further, the first magnets 81 and the third magnets 83 may be
disposed so that different magnets are located between the
first magnets 81 and the third magnets 83 to generate mutual
attraction in the fourth usage mode.

The convertible computing apparatus 10 according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present general inventive con-
cept having the above-described configuration may variously
change locations and postures of the second body 30 and the
support 40 to use any one usage mode among the first to fourth
usage modes, as described below.

A process of switching the usage mode from the first usage
mode to the second usage mode will be described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1, 2, and 14. In the first usage mode (illustrated
in FIG. 1), the front-end 564 of the first cam member 56 is set
to a locking position with respect to the second cam member
57 (illustrated in FIG. 10), thereby holding the first body 20
parallel to the second body 30. When the user lifts up the end
portion 30a of the second body 30, the end portion 30a of the
second body is lifted up in a direction in which the second
body 30 is spaced away from the first body 20, the support 40
rotating on the pair of first hinge units 50a and 505 as illus-
trated in FIG. 14.

Referring to FIG. 14, when the movement of the pair of first
hinge units 50a and 505 causes the front-end of the second
cam member 57 to move to the unlocking position (illustrated
in FIG. 11), the support 40 rotates in the A direction (illus-
trated in FIG. 11). When the first cam member 57 is switched
from the locking position is to the unlocking position, the
support 40 rotates to a predetermined angle in the A direction
illustrated in FIG. 14 according to the elastic force of the first
elastic member 58, on the basis of the pair of first hinge units
50a and 5054, to a location corresponding to the second usage
mode.

Further, as the support 40 rotates to the A direction, the
second body 30 rotates to the A direction like the support 40,
and simultaneously the other end portion 305 of the second
body 30 is slidably guided toward an outer side 27a of the rear
end portion 27 of the first body 20 along a top of the rear end
portion 27 of the first body 20. This situation is illustrated in
FIG. 14, illustrating a center axis [.1 of the second body 30
forming a first angle 81 with the center axis 1.2 of the support
40, while the center axis [.2 of the support 40 forms a second
angle 02 with the first body 20. The second body 30 contacts
the first body 20 at contact point C1. Thus, the second body 30
rotates to a predetermined angle to the B direction on the basis
of the pair of second hinge units 60a and 605, and the front
end of the third cam member (not illustrated) of each of the
pair of second hinge units 60a and 605 crosses the front end
67d of the fourth cam member 67 to move to the unlocking
position. Therefore, the second body 30 is rotated by the
elastic force of the fourth elastic member (not illustrated) of
the second hinge units 60a and 605 to a predetermined angle
on the basis of the pair of second hinge units 60a and 605 to
a location corresponding to the second usage mode, to be
disposed substantially parallel to the first body 20.

The rotation of the second body 30 in the B direction may
occur just after the rotation to the A direction is performed, by
interference of the other end portion 305 of the second body
30 with the end portion 27 of the first body 20, since the pair
of first hinge units 50a and 505 may be spaced away from a
periphery of the rear end portion of the first body 20 towards
the inside of the first body 20, as illustrated for example in
FIG. 3.

A first point of time in which the pair of hinge units 50a and
5054 is in an unlocking state and the support 40 is rotatable
with respect to the first body 20, and a second point of time in
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which the pair of second hinge units 60a and 605 are in a
unlocking state, and the support 40 is rotatable with respect to
the first body 20 will be sequentially described. Depending on
the embodiment of the present general inventive concept, the
first and second points of time may be approximately simul-
taneous. For the purposes of the present exemplary embodi-
ment of the present general inventive concept, the first point
of time occurs prior to the second point of time.

In a state in which the convertible computing apparatus 10
is switched into the second usage mode (illustrated in FIG. 2),
the second body 30 maintains its orientation by the elastic
force of the third elastic member 68 of each of the pair of
second hinge units 60a and 605. In this state, the user may set
the convertible computer apparatus 10 to the third or fourth
usage modes by rotating the second body 30 to a predeter-
mined angle toward the keyboard 21 or rotating the second
body 30 in a direction opposite the keyboard.

In the third usage mode (illustrated in FIG. 3), the second
body 30 is rotated toward the keyboard 21 on the basis of the
pair of second hinge units 60a and 605 and one end portion
30a of the second body 30 is placed in the receiving groove
23. At this time, twisting elastic force may be generated in the
fourth elastic member (not illustrated) of each of the pair of
second hinge units 60a and 605, urging the second body 30 to
the orientation of the second usage mode. However, since the
elastic force of the fourth elastic member is less than that of
the third elastic member 68, the second body 30 may maintain
the orientation of the third usage mode.

In the fourth usage mode (illustrated in FIG. 7), the second
body 30 is rotated toward a direction reverse to the direction
the second body 30 is rotated in when switched to the third
usage mode. At this time, the rear end portion 27 of the first
body 20 is close to the other end portion 305 of the second
body 30, attraction may act on the pluralities of first and
second magnets 81 and 83 so that the rear end portion 27 of
the first body 20 is in contact with the other end portion 306 of
the second body 30. Therefore, the second body 30 maintains
the orientation of the third usage mode.

Exemplary embodiments of the present general inventive
concept are directed to a convertible computing apparatus 10,
a display 31 of which may be moved to a plurality of angles,
through a corresponding plurality of usage modes. Although
exemplary embodiments of the present general inventive con-
cept have been described above, it will be understood that the
present general inventive concept is not limited to these exem-
plary embodiments. For example, although hinge units 50a,
504, 604, and 605 allowing the four usage modes illustrated in
the Figures are described above, hinges allowing more or
fewer usage modes may be used instead. Hinges which are
held in place with friction, thereby allowing an infinite range
of'angles of the connector 40 and the second body 30 relative
to the first body 20, may be used.

The second body 30 described above is similar in function
and capability to a tablet PC. That is, it may be equipped with
atouch screen to accept touch inputs, and may further include
one or more imaging units, such as cameras, to capture
images. Any suitable display screen may be used as the dis-
play 31 of the second body. For example, a flexible display
would allow a user to bend the second body 30 into a desired
shape. A two-sided display would allow the user to display
images on either side of the second body, thereby allowing the
user to share content without needing to change the second
body 30 from the third usage mode to the fourth usage mode.
A transparent display screen may also be implemented as the
display 31. A transparent display screen, allowing a user to
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see objects through the display 31, would for example allow
a user to use the keyboard 21 as a reference while typing on
the display 31.

The first body 20 described above includes a keyboard 21,
but is not limited just to this construction. Depending on the
configuration of the convertible computing apparatus, the
firstbody 20 may include other input devices such as amouse,
in addition to or instead of the keyboard 21. The first body 20
may also include access ports such as headphone jacks, Uni-
versal Serial Bus (USB) ports, memory card slots, and other
such ports to allow peripheral devices such as headphones,
printers, and so on to be attached to the convertible computing
apparatus 10.

Although a few embodiments of the present general inven-
tive concept have been shown and described, it will be appre-
ciated by those skilled in the art that changes may be made in
these embodiments without departing from the principles and
spirit of the general inventive concept, the scope of which is
defined in the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A computing apparatus comprising:

a first body having a keyboard;

a second body having a display; and

a support having a first end portion and a second end
portion, the first end portion being connected to the first
body through at least one first hinge unit and the second
end portion being connected to the second body through
at least one second hinge unit disposed in parallel to the
first hinge unit, the first hinge unit being disposed to be
spaced away from a rear end portion of the first body so
that when the second body and the support are simulta-
neously rotated in a direction in which the second body
and the support are spaced away from the first body, a
rear end portion of the second body interferes with the
rear end portion of the first body and the second body is
rotated in a direction in which the second body is spaced
away from the support,

wherein opposing sides of the support are respectively
supported by a first support rod and a second support
rod, and one end of each of the first support rod and the
second support rod are hinge-connected to the support
and another end of thereof is slidably connected to the
first body,

wherein the support further comprises:

a first guide member and a second guide member config-
ured to allow the first support rod and the second support
rod to be inserted and withdrawn thereto; and

a guide rail configured to allow the another end of each of
the first support rod and the second support rod to be
slidably guided along the first guide member and the
second guide member are formed in each of the first
guide member and the second guide member.

2. The computing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least
one first hinge unit locks and unlocks the support with respect
to the first body, and the at least one second hinge unit locks
and unlocks the second body with respect to the support.

3. The computing apparatus of claim 2, wherein the at least
one first hinge unit comprises:

a first hinge shaft;

a first cam member rotatably coupled to the first hinge

shaft; and

a second cam member fixedly coupled to the first hinge
shaft in a state of contacting, pressing, and supporting
the first cam member.

4. The computing apparatus of claim 3, wherein the at least

one first hinge unit further comprises a first elastic member
configured to press the second cam member toward the first
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cam member so that the first cam member maintains a locking
position with respect to the second cam member.

5. The computing apparatus of claim 4, wherein:

the first cam member comprises a first cam projection;

the second cam member comprises a second cam projec-

tion facing the first cam projection; and

when the first cam projection crosses a front end of the

second cam projection in the locking position, the first
cam projection is switched to an unlocking position.

6. The computing apparatus of claim 5, wherein the at least
one firsthinge unit further comprises a second elastic member
configured to elastically support the first cam member to
rotate the first cam member in an unlocking direction when
the first cam projection is switched to the unlocking position.

7. The computing apparatus of claim 6, wherein the second
elastic member comprises a torsion spring.

8. The computing apparatus of claim 3, wherein the at least
one second hinge unit comprises:

a second hinge shaft;

a third cam member rotatably coupled to the second hinge

shaft; and

a fourth cam member fixedly coupled to the second hinge

shaft and in a state of contacting, pressing, and support-
ing the third cam member.

9. The computing apparatus of claim 8, wherein the at least
one second hinge unit further comprises a third elastic mem-
ber configured to press the fourth cam member toward the
third cam member so that the third cam member maintains a
locking position with respect to the fourth cam member.

10. The computing apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

the third cam member comprises a third cam projection;

the fourth cam member comprises a fourth cam projection

facing the fourth third cam projection; and

when the third cam projection crosses a front end of the

fourth cam projection in the locking position, the third
cam projection is switched to an unlocking position.

11. The computing apparatus of claim 10, wherein the at
least one second hinge unit further comprises a fourth elastic
member configured to elastically support the third cam mem-
ber to rotate the third cam member in an unlocking direction
when the third cam projection is switched to the unlocking
position.

12. The computing apparatus of claim 10, wherein the
fourth cam member comprises a cam inclined plane config-
ured to allow a front end of the third cam member to be guided
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while the support is spaced away from the first body to turn to
apreset angle, and a cam extended plane configured to extend
from the cam inclined surfacc plane and to allow the front end
of the third cam member to be selectively located.

13. The computing apparatus of claim 12, wherein elastic
force of the third elastic member is greater than that of the
fourth elastic member so that a location of the front end of the
third cam member is maintained at any point of the cam
extended plane of the fourth cam member.

14. The computing apparatus of claim 13, wherein the third
elastic member comprises a torsion spring.

15. The computing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the sec-
ond body and the support are selectively set to a usage mode
of'one of a first usage mode in which the second body and the
support are parallel to the first body, a second usage mode in
which the support is rotated from the first body to be main-
tained at a preset angle to the first body, and the second body
is rotated from the support to be maintained at a preset angle
parallel to the first body, and a third usage mode in which the
support is rotated from the first body to be maintained at a
preset angle to the first body, and the second body is rotated to
on the basis of the second hinge unit and maintained to be
inclined toward the keyboard of the first body.

16. The computing apparatus of claim 15, wherein the
second body and the support are selectively set to a fourth
usage mode, in which the support is rotated from the first
body to be maintained at a preset angle to the first body, and
the second body is rotated on the basis of the second hinge
unit, and maintained to be inclined toward a side of the first
body opposite to a side of the first body in which the keyboard
of' the first body is located.

17. The computing apparatus of claim 16, wherein in the
fourth usage mode, at least one first magnet is disposed in a
rear end portion of the first body, and at least one second
magnet configured to be attracted to the at least one first
magnet and the at least one second magnet is disposed in a
rear end portion of the second body adjacent to the rear end
portion of the first body.

18. The computing apparatus of claim 15, wherein in the
first usage mode, the second body is disposed in a location in
which a periphery of the rear end portion of the second body
is disposed at an inner side of a periphery of the rear end
portion of the first body.
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